
St Patrick’s, Mackay  
St Francis Xavier, West Mackay 

St Mary’s, South Mackay,  
St Michael’s, Sarina 

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B       Sun-

Gospel Reflection 

It is hard to imagine a person in 1st Century Palestine who would be more of an outcast from society 
than the leper. Unfortunately, any form of skin disease was categorised as leprosy (known as Hansen’s 
disease today). It was regarded as one of the greatest forms of uncleanliness and seen as a physical 
manifestation of God’s punishment on the person.  

For a person like this to even approach Jesus is a huge risk and an enormous act of faith. He trusts that 
Jesus will not reject him like everybody else in his life has done. His request to Jesus is almost a 
demand; it is certainly filled with an utter conviction of Jesus’ ability and good will: ‘if you want to, 
you can cure me’. Jesus’ reaction is one of equally strong emotion – he is so moved by this man’s plight 
that he reaches out his hand and touches the man. To touch a person with leprosy was to break every 
rule of the clean/unclean social structure that dominated Jewish society. In this one action, Jesus 
challenges the entire basis on which Jewish society is constructed – the purity code. For Jesus to touch 
this man, according to the purity code, is to become unclean himself. But Jesus ignores these social 
rules and responds out of love and heals the man with word and action. However, Jesus knows that if 
the man is to be accepted back into society he needs to conform to the rules that dominate his world. He 
must present himself to the local priest who is the only one with the authority to declare someone cured 
of their disease and thus able to become ritually clean and welcome back into worship and back into 
everyday life. 
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This week will mark the beginning of our Lenten Season from Ash Wednesday.  
The church begins it’s 40-day journey towards Easter; a feast that celebrates the triumph of life 

over death. The great pillars of Lent are FASTING, PRAYING AND ALMSGIVING. 
Below are the Masses for Ash Wednesday, 14th February 2024. 

                                                                                                  
6.30am:  St Francis Xavier 

9.00am:  St Michael’s Sarina 

12.10pm:  St Patrick’s 

4.00pm:  Francis of Assisi Chapel 

5.30pm:  St Mary’s 

Stations of the Cross will be held at St. Patrick Church at 5:30pm Friday 16th February. 
 

Reconciliation at St Patrick’s Church Friday 16th February at 11.30am is cancelled. 
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St Francis Xavier Catholic  
Primary School  

 
 
 
 
 
 

P   4951 1861 
E   sfxm@rok.catholic.edu.au  

W  https://www.sfxmrok.catholic.edu.au 

Safeguarding:  The Catholic Diocese of Rockhampton abides by the principles of the 
National Catholic Safeguarding Standards (2022) and is committed to safeguarding, 
with a specific focus on protecting children and adults at risk. For further information or 
support please contact the Diocesan Professional Standards and Safeguarding office: 
Response line: 1800 830 113 (free call) or Email: pssomanager@rok.catholic.net.au For 
more information see the Diocesan website: http://rok.catholic.net.au/our-diocese/
safeguarding/ Queensland Professional Standards Office: www.psoqld.catholic.net.au/  

We Remember in Prayer 
 

Those who are sick:  Dan Vickers (Bris), Fr Peter Tonti, Giselle Andersen, Linda 
Matsen, Julie Sammut, Jim Doyle (Marian), Rosa Menzies, Clyde Hoffman, Freddy 
Ahwang, Sue Christensen, Debbie Jones, John Bugeja jnr, Kiana Bugeja, Alison 
Bugeja, Jim Scriha, Debbie Hagger, Gavin Carter.   
 

The faithful recently departed: Br Peter Clinch, Leonarda Vasta, Helmet Strohal, Mario 
Aguis (Malta), Julie Lake, Marie Foley, Joseph (Saucy) Abela, Donna Jones, Richard 
Sciberras, Luke O’Brien, Margaret Landers, Michael Caruana (Malta) , Michael 
Doolan, Patrick Scriha (Bris) 
 

Anniversaries of death:  Christopher Allen 15/2, Guiseppa Sant 26/1, Joseph Sant 6/2, 
Thomas O’Riely 8/2, Charlie Caruana 5/2, Vincente Ranile 27/1, Eduardo Ranile 28/1, 
James Ranile 17/1, Paul Gauci 10/1, Ryan Shields 16/2, Peter Fry 17/2, Enid Beck 
(G’Coast) 28/2 
 

We remember those for whom Mass has been requested:  Joe Bartolo, Joachim, Tuoc & 
Hach Nguyen (Vietnam), Jean Sciberras, Vern & Lucy Payne, Jim, Frank & George 
Vella, Albert & Mary Deguara, Trevor Lamb, Mick Mifsud, Victor & Josephine 
Schembri, Alfredo, Dionisia, Josefina & Luisa Jao, Leonila & Lucio Carajay, Lydio & 
Pabio Egina, Trevor & Jennifer Naylen,  Desiree Reynolds, Rita Steindl, Michael 
Patroni, Eric Eastment,  Mary Vella, Margaret Hackett, Michael Hackett, Bernard 
McGuire, Cesare Del Dot, Fr Patrick Mooney, Grace Mifsud, Lois & Stan Clark,  
Raymond Gunning, Jim, Anna & Joseph Rostirolla, Antonio, Maria & Vincenza 
Rostirolla, Francesco, Anna & Joseph Rostirolla, Phillip Sanfilippo, Pietro & Prassede 
Raiteri,  Kathleen  Carroll,  Marlene Comin, Doris McSherry, Francis & Peter Corby, 
Brian Hill, Gerard Hill, Ben Faa, Tony & Vera  Galea, Louis & Grace  Bezzina, 
deceased members of the Borg, Bartolo, Sorbello, Mirabella, Muscat, Galea, Hackett, 
De Brincat, Willis and Camilleri families 
 

 

***Please Note:  Permission must be sought from the person for their name to be added to the sick list. Names 
of recently deceased family members and names for anniversaries will only remain in the bulletin for 30 days. 
There is no correlation between offering Mass Stipends and names of the sick or deceased being added to the 

bulletin***  
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Catherine McAuley College 

St Anne’s Catholic  
Primary School 
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The Maltese Rosary Group: meet at the Cluster Parish Office, Morley Street, 
South Mackay on the last Thursday of the month.    

The next gathering will be on February 29th.  All welcome. 

Devotions - St Patrick’s 
 

Tuesday 
 

6.30pm  Rosary 
7.00pm  Novena  & Benediction 

 
Friday 

 

11.00am Exposition of the  
      Holy Eucharist   
12 noon  Angelus 

All welcome 

  Liturgies  
(week commencing 12th February) 

 

Monday  
12.10pm St Patrick’s 
 

Tuesday 
6.30am  Francis of Assisi Chapel 
8.00am St Mary’s 
 

 Ash Wednesday 
6.30am:  St Francis Xavier 
9.00am:  St Michael’s Sarina 
12.10pm:  St Patrick’s 
4.00pm:  Francis of Assisi Chapel 
5.30pm:  St Mary’s 
 

Thursday  
9.00am St Michael’s 
5.30pm St Mary’s 
 

Friday 
6.30am St Francis Xavier  
12.10pm St Patrick’s 
 

Saturday 
7.00am Francis of Assisi Chapel 

Sunday Mass 
 

1st Sunday of Lent 
Year B 

 

Saturday 17th February: 
 
5.00pm     St Mary’s  
6.00pm     St Francis Xavier 
 
Sunday    18th February:  
  
7.00am    St Patrick’s  
7.30am    St Therese’s 
9.00am    St Francis Xavier  
9.00am    St Michael’s 
10.45am  Francis of Assisi Chapel 
6.00pm    St Patrick’s 
(only Sunday night Mass in Mackay)  

 
 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  
 

St Patrick’s Church 
Friday & Saturday  
11.30am - 12.00 noon 
 
St Francis Xavier Church 
Saturday 9.30am - 10.00am 

Robert and Camille Wiseman will be Baptised at St Patrick’s 
Church this weekend.  Please pray for Robert, Camille and their  

family as we welcome them into our Faith Community. 

St Mary’s Mass Time Change:  As of this week the Tuesday Mass at  
St Mary’s Church will be celebrated at 8.00am.  This will be a permanent change 

as this will be a school Mass. Parishioners are more than welcome to attend. 

Helpers needed – to set up before  and clear after St Francis Xavier Sunday 
9.00am Mass and St Patrick’s Masses. If you are able to help, please contact the 

Cluster Office on 4957 4807. 

Sacramental Program St Patrick’s 2024 for children currently in Year 4    
St Patrick’s sacramental program of preparation and reception of the Sacraments of 
Penance (1st Reconciliation) Confirmation and Eucharist (First Communion) will begin 
with preparation for the Sacrament of Reconciliation on 21st February. It is for children 
currently in Year 4 or older but still in primary school. 
Confirmation with our Bishop, for St Patrick’s parish will be celebrated at either the end 
of July or early August (date to be confirmed).  The children will also receive their First 
Communion at this mass. To enrol your child or for further information please contact  
Mary Anne Baillie   mabaillie.mab@gmail.com     

  When Where 

Enrolment  
Mass 

6pm Mass   Sunday 18th February St Patrick’s Church 

Session 1 

 
Wednesday  21st February     4pm – 5pm St Mary’s Parish 

Office Morley St 
South Mackay This 
office is near the  
entrance to the car  
park at St Mary’s  
Church 

Session 2 

 
Wednesday  28th February    4pm – 5pm 

Session 3 

 
Wednesday  6th   March     4pm – 5pm 

Cluster Office Opening Hours 
From Thursday 8th to Friday 16th of  February the Parish Office will be open from 

9.00am to 12 noon each day.  Apologies for any inconvenience this may cause. 

St. Mary’s CWL General Meeting will be held in the Parish Centre on  
Wednesday 14th February commencing with the reciting of the rosary at 9.15am. 

Come and join us for a time of Prayer and friendship.   

“Do you want to make a difference in our community? You’re invited to join 
the St Joseph’s Online Conference (St Vincent de Paul Group). We are taking ex-
pressions of interest from anyone throughout the Diocese. Meetings will be month-
ly, online via Microsoft Teams. Training will be provided. Email member-
ship.rocky@svdpqld.org.au if interested.”  

Presbyteral Ordination of Rev Peter Doherty 
Most Rev Michael McCarthy, Bishop of Rockhampton invites the people of the 
Diocese of Rockhampton to the Presbyteral Ordination of Rev Peter Duncan 
Doherty, to be held at 10am on Thursday, 22nd February 2024 at St Joseph’s  
Cathedral, Rockhampton.  Rev Peter’s Mass of Thanksgiving will be the following 
day, Friday 23rd February at 9am at St Joseph’s  Cathedral. 
Both events can be watched online on the St Joseph’s Cathedral YouTube channel  
https://www.youtube.com/user/StJosephsCathRton  

We welcome the State Council of the CWL  
who are meeting in Mackay this weekend. 

From Evangelisation Brisbane:  This year’s resource costs just $6 and includes:  
A printed pocket-sized companion of daily contemplations to guide readers through 
5–10 minutes of reflection each day of Lent Digital access to audio recordings of 
each day’s reflections for those who prefer to listen on the go Digital access to our 
FREE Lent Reflection Group Resource Kit for anyone wanting to start a reflection 
group with family, friends or parishioners.  Go to be@brisbane.catholic.net.au  
Or call 072234 3440 for more information. 

mailto:mabaillie.mab@gmail.com
mailto:membership.rocky@svdpqld.org.au
mailto:membership.rocky@svdpqld.org.au
https://www.youtube.com/user/StJosephsCathRton
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This Week’s Scripture 
 
 
 

First Reading:  A reading from the book of Leviticus (13:1-2. 44-46) 

As long as he is unclean, he must live alone, outside the camp. 

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, ‘If a swelling or scab or shiny spot appears on a man’s skin, a case of 
leprosy of the skin is to be suspected. The man must be taken to Aaron, the priest, or to one of the priests who 
are his sons.  

‘The man is leprous: he is unclean. The priest must declare him unclean; he is suffering from leprosy of the head. 
A man infected with leprosy must wear his clothing torn and his hair disordered; he must shield his upper lip and 
cry, “Unclean, unclean”. As long as the disease lasts he must be unclean; and therefore he must live apart; he 
must live outside the camp.’ 

 

Responsorial Psalm:  I turn to you, Lord, in time of trouble, and you fill me with the joy of salvation. 

1. Happy the man whose offence is forgiven,  
whose sin is remitted. 
O happy the man to whom the Lord 
imputes no guilt, 
in whose spirit is no guile. (R.) 

 
2. But now I have acknowledged my sins;  

my guilt I did not hide. 
I said: ‘I will confess 
my offence to the Lord.’ 
And you, Lord, have forgiven  
the guilt of my sin. (R.) 

 
3. Rejoice, rejoice in the Lord,  

exult, you just! 
O come, ring out your joy, 
all you upright of heart. (R.) 

 

Second Reading: A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians (10:31 – 11:1) 

Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ. 

Whatever you eat, whatever you drink, whatever you do at all, do it for the glory of God. Never do anything 
offensive to anyone – to Jews or Greeks or to the Church of God; just as I try to be helpful to everyone at all 
times, not anxious for my own advantage but for the advantage of everybody else, so that they may be saved. 

Take me for your model, as I take Christ. 

 

Gospel Acclamation: Luke 7:16 

Alleluia, alleluia! A great prophet has appeared among us; God has visited his people. Alleluia! 
 
 

Gospel: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark (1:40-45) 

The leprosy left him and he was cured. 

A leper came to Jesus and pleaded on his knees: ‘If you want to’ he said ‘you can cure me.’ Feeling sorry for 
him, Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him. ‘Of course I want to!’ he said. ‘Be cured!’ And the leprosy left 
him at once and he was cured. Jesus immediately sent him away and sternly ordered him, ‘Mind you say nothing 
to anyone, but go and show yourself to the priest, and make the offering for your healing prescribed by Moses as 
evidence of your recovery.’ The man went away, but then started talking about it freely and telling the story 
everywhere, so that Jesus could no longer go openly into any town, but had to stay outside in places where 
nobody lived. Even so, people from all around would come to him. 

 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and 

Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.  

The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, 
Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the 

Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on 
English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  


