
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ 

This weekend we start the Advent season and the Church’s new 
liturgical year.  We use this time in preparation for the coming of 
Christ - as we remember Christ coming when he was born among 
us and also as we prepare ourselves for his second coming. 

This coming week our schools and colleges will be finishing for 
2022. Our primary schools have been celebrating the Rite of 
Passage with their Year 6 students last week and this week as 
they finish their primary education and move in college next year.  
I hope you have all had a good year and have a relaxing and 
refreshing break.  Thank you to all our teachers and staff who 
have worked hard and supported our children during the year.  For 
those heading away for holidays or to be with family and friends 
we wish you a safe holiday. 

Last Thursday we celebrated the Ministry Thank You function with 
people from all our communities who support the life of the Church 
here in Rockhampton through their involvement in Ministry in our 
Parishes.  I thank all those who do undertake ministry, those who 
came and those who could not, for all you do to bring life to our 
communities. 

By this time next weekend I will be in the Holy Land as part of the 
Diocesan Advent Pilgrimage, with a group of about 20 people from 
across our Diocese.  I will pray for you all as we visit the many 
sites from the life of Jesus and found in the biblical stories.  I will 
be returning in time to celebrate the Christmas Masses in our 
communities.  

 

With best wishes 
Bishop Michael McCarthy 

               Emmaus College 
                  North Rockhampton 
                      4923 5700 
                Principal: Eamon Hannan 

                          St Joseph’s School 
                                        Park Avenue 

                         4994 8205 
   SJPA_Office@rok.catholic.edu.au 

                           Principal: Bernard Fitzgerald 

First Reading:     Isaiah  2:1-5 

The Lord will gather all nations in eternal peace in the kingdom of God 
 
Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm     121:1-2, 4-5,6-9 

Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord 
 
Second Reading:     Romans 13:11-14  
The time has come, our salvation is near. 
 
Gospel:       Matthew 24:37-44 
Stay awake, you must be ready. 
 
Next Sunday’s Readings: Second Sunday of Advent 
First Reading:    Isaiah  11:1-10    
Second Reading:     Romans 15:4-9       
Gospel:    Matthew  3:1-12  
  
 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES:  

Saturday:      4:00pm    Sacred Heart, Mt Morgan 

  5:00pm    Holy Family, Norman Gardens 

  6:00pm    St Joseph’s Cathedral 

  6:30pm    Our Lady Help of Christians, Park Avenue 

Sunday:      6:30am     St Joseph’s Cathedral 

     7:00am    St Mary’s, North Rockhampton 

   8:00am    St Paul’s, Gracemere 

             9:00am    Holy Family, Norman Gardens 

             9:30am    St Joseph’s Cathedral  
        (livestream available on cposj.com)  

                       6:00pm    St Joseph’s Cathedral 

 

Catholic Ordinariate at St Peter’s Church: 
Next Mass:  8:00pm Christmas Eve 
                     

         St Mary’s School 
           North Rockhampton 

                   4994 8210   
smnr@rok.catholic.edu.au 

                 Principal: Simon Warren 

         St Anthony’s School 
                          Norman Gardens 
                                     4994 8200 

sanr_office@rok.catholic.edu.au 
            Principal: Michael Roach 

Rockhampton Catholic Community 
As we move forward & including the praying communities of: St Joseph’s Cathedral, 

St Paul’s (Gracemere), Sacred Heart (Mt Morgan), St Mary ’s, Holy Family and 
Our Lady Help of Christians  

 
The Parishes of Rockhampton acknowledge the Darumbal & Gungalu people as the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we work, travel and 

live. We pay our respects to their Elders, their Ancestors and Emerging Leaders. 

         St Joseph’s School 
                                    Wandal 
                               4994 8230 

sjwl@rok.catholic.edu.au 
     Principal: Bernadette Brennan 

           St Peter’s School 
                             Allenstown 
                               4994 8225 
            spr@rok.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Peter Smith 

        St Paul’s School 
                         Gracemere 
            4994 8235 

spgr@rok.catholic.edu.au  
   Principal:  Anthony Greene 

The Cathedral College 
                       Rockhampton 
                4999 1300  
          Principal: Rob Alexander 

CLERGY:            If you require a Priest in an emergency after hours please call (07) 3830 5216  
 
 

Bishop Michael McCarthy           Fr Matthias Ogwo               Fr Bill Senn    Fr Jayanthi Maddala 
               Associate Pastor   Associate Pastor   Associate Pastor 

BISHOP’S MESSAGE 

CATHEDRAL PARISH 
Parish Manager:    Gerard Hogan 
Office Hours:        Monday to Friday 10am—2pm 
Phone:        4927 6744  
Email:             cposj.admin@rok.catholic.net.au 
Postal:                PO Box 8446  ALLENSTOWN 4700 

NORTH ROCKHAMPTON CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 
Parish Secretary:  Trish Jones 
Office Hours:      Monday to Friday 9am-2pm              
Phone:           4928 2800 
Email:          nrcpadmin@rok.catholic.net.au 
Postal:         PO Box 9874  FRENCHVILLE 4701 

26th & 27th November, 2022 

First Sunday of Advent 



PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Recently deceased:  Coral Ann Wolfs, Seth Maher, Estelle Bohan, Rita Challinor, Carmel Schick, Clare Wildie 

Anniversaries:   Pat Gilligan 

Those who are sick: Cherry Butac, Annielyn Punzalan, Jean Battour, Michael Harris, Marie Lawrence (Brisbane), Kelly Reynolds,  
Laura & Benedict Thomas Otto, Jim Van Brink, Goronwy Jones, Claudette Rieck, Robyn Grant, Patricia Fern-Smith, 
Brittney Higgins, Barry Carter, Ray Norton, Beverley Johnson,  Marion Brigg, Bernie Brady, Kevin Hynes   
(Marybrough), Bev Bartlem, John Dobson, Pat James, Nguyen Thi Nhuan (Vietnam), Christopher Steer,  
Nena Suclan, Daisy Maturin, Tony Wilkinson, John Manwaring, Mirita Abenzi, Gino Abenzi, Gwenda Casey,  
Noella & Gerry Davies 
 
When providing names, please indicate which list the person needs to be on.  When requesting family and friends be included in 
the sick list, ensure you have their permission.  If circumstances change and the person listed can be removed from the sick list 
advise the Parish Office. 

Rockhampton Catholic Parishes:  
Baptisms: Contact the respective parish office for more details on bookings and required preparation sessions. 

Marriages: Advanced notice and preparation is required (six months minimum). Contact the respective parish office for more details. 

Funerals: Contact the respective parish office or email - f unerals@rok.catholic.net.au 

Hospital Visitation: Rockhampton Base Hospital - To arrange a pastoral or sacramental visit while in Rockhampton Hospital email 
          pastoralcare.rockhampton@rok.catholic.net.au 

Becoming a Catholic - If you or someone you know would like to become Catholic, contact the parish office or email - 
          rcianorthrocky@gmail.com 

Last Weekend’s Collections Cathedral Parish 
Our Lady Help  

of Christians 
Holy Family St Mary’s 

Planned Giving  
(Envelopes, Direct Debit, Credit Card) 

$1864.15 $180.00 $175.00 $460.00 

Loose  $1703.20 $220.40 $695.25 $385.55 

PRIEST’S REFLECTION 
Today is the first Sunday in Advent, the beginning of a new liturgical year. It is a four-week period leading up to Christmas. The new liturgical 

year is cycle A, the year of St. Matthew. 

In the Advent season, the church commemorates the first coming of Jesus Christ, that is what we celebrate at Christmas and the church also 

reminds us of the second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We are waiting for the second coming of Jesus.  Therefore, in today’s liturgy the 

readings prepare our minds for this waiting by highlighting the theme of staying awake since the exact time of the Lord’s coming is not known 

to us, therefore, we must be always ready.                                                                                                                                 Fr Matthias Ogwo 

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES 

Monday:         7:00am    St Joseph’s Cathedral  
                                
Tuesday:        9:00am     Holy Family Church  
  5:30pm    St Joseph’s Cathedral 
                        
Wednesday:   9:00am    St Mary’s Church 
           12:00pm    St Joseph’s Cathedral 
      
Thursday:       8:00am     St Joseph’s Cathedral 
                       4:30-7pm Adoration St Mary’s Church 
 
Friday:            9:00am    Our Lady Help of Christians                
           12:00pm    St Joseph’s Cathedral 
   5:30pm    Holy Hour - St Joseph’s 
         Cathedral 
                                   
Saturday:       9:00am    St Joseph’s Cathedral  
                             Anointing Mass                        
Penance:        
Saturday   9:30 -10:30am   St Joseph’s Cathedral  - 
                                 following the 9am Mass          
                 4:00 - 4:30pm    Holy Family Church 
 
Anointing of the Sick:        
1st Saturday of the month during the 9am Mass at St 
Joseph’s Cathedral - for all communities. 

ST MARY’S NATIVITY PLAY INVITATION 
The Year One students from St Mary’s Primary School will be  
performing their Nativity Play in Coolock Court (Burnett St behind our 
church) at 10.00am on Tuesday, November 29. Any interested  
parishioners are invited to come along and enjoy the story of Jesus’ 
birth. 

BAPTISMS THIS WEEK 
We welcome Amelia Truelson, Bella Truelson, Alaska Irwin, Charlotte Perry 
Miller Hind and their families as they is baptised in the waters of Baptism at 
St Joseph’s Cathedral this Sunday. 

THURSDAY LADIES CLUB  
The Ladies Club Christmas breakup will be held next Thursday 1st December with  
morning tea at the Frenchville Sports Club from 10am.  There will be lucky door prizes 
and raffles with all proceeds going to the St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal.  
Bookings are essential and will close on 28th November - please contact Marie 4928 
2620 or Linda 4926 3371. 

ANOINTING MASS 
The next Mass with the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick will be celebrated on  
Saturday, 3rd December at St Joseph’s Cathedral during the 9.00am Mass.  People from 
all our communities are welcome. 

mailto:funerals@rok.catholic.net.au
mailto:pastoralcare.rockhampton@rok.catholic.net.au
mailto:rcianorthrocky@gmail.com


The Catholic Diocese of Rockhampton abides by the principles of the National Catholic 
Safeguarding Standards (2013), and is committed to safeguarding, with a specific focus 
on protecting children and vulnerable adults.  For further information or support please 
contact the Diocesan Professional Standards and Safeguarding Office: 
Response Line: 1800 830 113 (free call) and calls will be forwarded to Helen (PSR) or  
email:  pssoadmin@rok.catholic.net.au 
Diocesan Website for more information:  https://rok.catholic.net.au/our-diocese/
safeguarding/ 
To view the Diocesan Safeguarding Children and Vulnerable Adults commitment 
statement and Policy:  http:// www.rok.catholic.net.au/safeguarding-policies.html 

Queensland Professional Standards Office:  www.psoqld.catholic.net.au/ 
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St Joseph’s Cathedral 

Gift & Bookstore 
NEW Christmas Stock in  Store 

Books ~ Sacramental Gifts ~ Bibles ~ 
Missals ~ Candles ~ Children’s Books ~ 

Rosary Beads ~ Medals ~ Gifts and more! 

The Cathedral Centre—238 Murray St 

Wed to Fri 9am-2pm 
Saturday 8.30am-12pm 

Sunday 9-12pm 
Phone: (07) 4921 2170 

Email: cathedralbookstore@rok.catholic.net.au 
Website:: www.cathedralbooks.com.au 

 

ECUMENICAL CORNER   
The Catholic Church acknowledges and confesses the weaknesses of its members, conscious that 
their sins are so many betrayals of and obstacles to the Saviour’s plan.                                          
That they may all be One, by John Paul II Article 3 

YOUTH GROUP 

All Highschoolers welcome! 
Our last gathering for the year will be our 
Christmas break-up - next Saturday, 3rd 
December from 1 to 3pm at the Kershaw 
Gardens water play area. 

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME 2023 
All families of the Catholic Worshipping Communities of Rockhampton wishing for their child to participate in the 2023 
Sacramental Program are now invited complete the online form using QR code. Baptised children turning 9 years (or 
older) in 2023 are invited to take part. If you have a younger child or one not yet baptised but would like them to be  
considered, please contact the Parish office 49282800 to discuss and to make an appointment with the priest.  
 
The faith journey that leads one to the Sacraments of the Church fosters a deep sense of belonging and a holy  
relationship with God, family and community in order to carry out the mission of Christ in the World. 

Christmas Day – Sunday, 25th December 
 6.30am – St Joseph’s Cathedral 
 7am – St Mary’s 
 8am – St Paul’s, Gracemere 
 9am – Holy Family 
 9.30am – St Joseph’s Cathedral 
 5pm - Vietnamese Mass - St Mary’s 
 6pm – St Joseph’s Cathedral 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 
   Christmas Eve – Saturday, 24th December 
 4pm – Sacred Heart, Mount Morgan 
 5pm – Holy Family 
 6pm – St Joseph’s Cathedral 
 6pm – Our Lady Help of Christians 
 8pm - Ordinariate Mass - St Peter’s 
 Midnight – St Joseph’s Cathedral 

WORLD YOUTH DAY DATE-CLAIMER 
Bishop Michael is leading a Diocesan pilgrimage to World Youth Day in 2023. The group leaves 
Australia on 28th of July travelling to Avila, Segovia and Salamanca in Spain, then to Lisbon 
for World Youth Day, followed by a 3 day retreat at Fatima, arriving back in Australia on 
11th of August. All pilgrims must be over 18 and preferably not older than 35. This is an 
amazing experience of the global Church that every young Catholic should try to get to 
at least once in their life. Registrations officially open in November. To express interest 
or for more information contact Mick at youth@rok.catholic.net.au or 0433 897 973. 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIAN FOR CHILDREN OF CATECHETICAL AGE (7 YEAR AND OVER) 
Families who have children over the age of seven (catechetical age) and are seeking to have them celebrate the sacraments of initiation  –  
Baptism, Confirmation and First Eucharist – please contact the Parish Office for more information on the Rite of Christian Initiation for Children 
of Catechetical age.  

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - CHRISTMAS HAMPERS 
Your support can give hope and joy to struggling families this  
Christmas. St Vincent De Paul are calling for donations of non  
perishable food towards their Annual Christmas Hampers which are 
donated to families in need.  If you would prefer to make a financial donation, Christmas Appeal 
envelopes will be available at the donation points in our churches, or contact the Parish Office. CHRISTMAS STOCK AT THE 

BOOKSTORE 

The Christmas stocks at the Cathedral Gift 
and Bookstore are selling fast.  Get in 
quick to see their range of nativities, 
Christmas Cards, prayer resources and 
decorations.  2023 calendars and prayer 
books are also for sale. 

HOLY HOUR FOR VOCATIONS - Mass, Adoration & Rosary 

Friday, 2nd December at St Joseph’s Cathedral. Come and spend an hour with our 
Lord this coming Friday, starting from 5.30pm.  We will be praying the Joyful  
Mysteries of the Rosary for Advent. 

Drop into the Cathedral Centre afterwards for food and fellowship.  
Contact Mick at 0433  897  973  or  vocations @rok.catholic.net.au to be included in  
catering or for more information. 

mailto:pssoadmin@rok.catholic.net.au
https://rok.catholic.net.au/our-diocese/safeguarding/
https://rok.catholic.net.au/our-diocese/safeguarding/
http://www.rok.catholic.net.au/safeguarding-policies.html
http://www.psoqld.catholic.net.au/
mailto:cathedralbookstore@rok.catholic.net.au
mailto:youth@rok.catholic.net.au
mailto:vocations@rok.catholic.net.au


PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS 

  Your Business Name 

could appear here 

Contact the Parish  

Office for more details 


