
 

 
Reflection from 

Pope Francis 
 

 
The Liturgy is not a beautiful 
ceremony, a ritual in which our 
gestures or, worse, our clothes 
are at the centre, no! The 
Liturgy is God’s action with us, 
and we must be attentive to 
Him.  
 

Please remember in your 
prayers recently deceased 
members of our extended 
Catholic Education Family. 
 

 

Josie Byrne, Bundaberg, 
wonderful friend and supporter 
of Catholic Education.  
 

Patricia (Pat) Gill, 
Rockhampton, former staff 
member of Marian / St 
Stanislaus’ College (now 
Emmaus) mother of Rosemary 
Nicholls, former staff member 
Emmaus College and mother-
in-law of Tanya Gill, The 
Cathedral College.  
 

Val White, Rockhampton, Aunt 
of Tracey Novak, Catholic 
Education Office, 
Rockhampton. 
 

Hector McDonald, Proserpine, 
grandfather of Rhianna 
McDonald, Catholic Education 
Office, Rockhampton.  
 

Ron Howell, father and father-
in-law of Ron and Helen Howell, 
Emmaus College, North 
Rockhampton.   
 

Lyn Kilmurray, Gold Coast, 
stepmother and mother-in-law 
Annie and Austin Kipan, 
Catholic Education Office, 
Rockhampton.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Friday 7 October 2022 
 

Good morning everyone  
 

Welcome back to Term 4. I hope you had the opportunity to rest and refresh during the student 
vacation period.  
 

I was delighted to commence the Term by joining the St Anthony’s Catholic Primary School 
community for the Blessing and Opening of recently completed capital works including a new 
Administration Centre and Inclusive Curriculum Hub. My sincere thanks to Bishop Michael for 
conducting the Official Blessing and to Mick Roach (Principal), staff, students and families for their 
welcoming hospitality extended to all in attendance. It was an important milestone for the school 
community and I thank all who contributed to making it a very special celebration. 
 

I very much enjoyed visiting our Catholic Primary Schools in the Bundaberg Region this week 
including St Joseph’s, St Patrick’s (West Bundaberg) and today I am at St Mary’s (South Bundaberg). 
My thanks to respective Principals, Monica White, Mark Fox, and Bill Goodwin, as well as staff and 
students for the very warm welcome I received at each of these wonderful communities. I very 
much enjoyed spending time in these schools where great teaching and learning happens every 
day. 
 

I was also pleased to attend a special farewell celebration on Thursday evening for Mark Fox ahead 
of his retirement at the end of the year following 37 years of service to Catholic Education. Mark 
has served as Principal since 1994 including the last 10 years at St Patrick’s. As a leader, Mark had 
a deep understanding of the needs of his school community and sought to provide a nurturing and 
safe place for students and staff, ensuring the highest standards of teaching and learning. I offer 
my sincere thanks and appreciation to Mark for his dedication, long service and faithful witness to 
the mission of Catholic Education. I wish Mark all the very best in his retirement and pray that he 
and his family will continue to experience God’s many blessings.  
 

Sadly, this week, we learnt of the recent passing of Josie Byrne (Bundaberg) and Pat Gill 
(Rockhampton), women of great faith and service who would be known to many in Catholic 
Education. Both Josie and Pat contributed significantly to their respective parish and local Catholic 
school communities, using their gifts and talents to work and volunteer in whatever capacity was 
needed. May they now rest in peace in the presence of our loving Father, whom they loved and 
served so well. 
 

Tomorrow, we welcome parents, Principals and staff to our Parent Engagement Day hosted by 
Catholic School Parents Queensland (CSPQ). Noted clinical psychologist, Andrew Fuller, will provide 
the keynote address on Behaviour, Mental Health and Motivation. Sincere thanks to CSPQ for 
providing this valuable opportunity for parents and staff in support of children’s learning and 
wellbeing. 
 

God bless 
 

Leesa 

 
 
 
 

Where’s Leesa: Monday 10 October, 
Office; Tuesday 11 October, Student 
Protection In-service; Wednesday 12 
October, Office, and Emmaus 
Academic Awards Evening; Thursday 
13 October, Office; Friday 14 
October, Blessing and Opening St 
Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, 
Park Avenue, and The Cathedral 
College Academic Awards Evening. 

 

Pictured below: Bishop Michael, Mick 
Roach, and Leesa with students at the 
Blessing and Opening at St Anthony’s.  
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➢ Assistant Principal: Staff, 

Holy Spirit College, 
Mackay. 

 
➢ Indigenous Education 

Coordinator, Catholic 
Education Office, 
Rockhampton. 

 
 
 

For further information and 
other employment 

opportunities please click 
here 

 
 
Congratulations to: 
 

Erika Small on her 
appointment as Assistant 
Principal: Religious 
Education, St Anne’s Catholic 
Primary School, Sarina 
commencing 2023.  
 

Melissa Veldhuis, Holy Spirit 
College, Mackay and Ben 
McLeod on their recent 
marriage.  
 

Emma Vicenzotti, St 
Joseph’s Catholic Primary 
School, Bundaberg and 
Dandrē Kilian on their recent 
marriage. 
 

 
 
 

Students from Emmaus College and The 
Cathedral College were very successful at 
the 2022 Queensland Schools’ Rowing 
Championships held at Bucca recently.  

• Gold in the Inter-regional U17 Boys 
Coxed Quad – Tim, The Cathedral 
College; Harry, Nick, James and Layla 
(Cox), Emmaus College. 

• Gold in the Championship Schoolboys 
Year 9 Coxed Quad – Harry, Tristram, 
Nick, Jye and Layla (Cox), Emmaus 
College. 

• Silver in the Championship Schoolboys 
Year 9 Single Scull – Harry, Emmaus 

College. 
• Bronze in the Championship Schoolboys 

Year 9 Single Scull – Tristram, Emmaus 
College. 

• Bronze in the Inter-regional U17 Girls 
Coxed Quad – Cate (Cox), The Cathedral 
College. 

 

 

Emmaus College, North Rockhampton has recently held a Sacred Art Exhibition with 
contributions from students and staff. A sample of the artwork follows:  
 

Staff entry: Eamon - Inspired by the Emmaus Story.  
Staff entry: Lynda - representing the three houses of Rice, MacKillop, and Chisholm. 

 
 

Flourish with Mary's Heart, order your free 
prayer book. Let your heart be inspired with a 
week of daily prayers written by the Sisters of 
Saint Joseph. With a dedicated prayer for each 
day of the week, the prayers and reflections in 
this booklet offer an opportunity to share in 
Scripture and understand the values that are 
key to the heart of Saint Mary of the Cross 
MacKillop. You can order your complimentary 
copy of Flourish with Mary's Heart online. 

 

The FIARE Team recently offered a two-day 
workshop to help Catholic school staff create, 
facilitate, and integrate retreat programs which 
connect with students. The training was 
facilitated by Dave Jorna, the creator of Project 
Hatch. Pictured below: Dave Jorna presenting at 
the recent workshop.  
 

 

Thank you. Questacon, Australia’s National Science and Technology Centre, has inspired young 
people, families and educators through engagement with science, technology and innovation for 
30 years. They have a rich history of bringing innovative STEM experiences to communities in 
Queensland and forging relationships with other STEM providers. In 2019, Questacon 
commissioned a study to create a snapshot of the STEM learning ecosystem in Central 
Queensland, looking at the Gladstone and Rockhampton regions. The study was also conducted 
in two other focus regions of Australia: the Northern Territory and Tasmania. The study aimed 
primarily to build understanding of the STEM learning ecosystem, an approach that acknowledges 
the multiple contexts for learning in and out of school (online, at home and in daily life) and 
promotes collaboration and pathways to equip young people and communities for the future. 
The research investigated the extent to which the local STEM learning ecosystem encompasses a 
shared vision, adequate capacity and resources, appropriate diversity of STEM learning 
experiences, productive relationships, and multiple learning pathways. Each of our Rockhampton 
and Gladstone schools contributed to the research and Questacon has thanked us very sincerely 
for the time and consideration that was given to surveys and follow-up interviews. Our role in 
contributing to educational research that is relevant to our context is important, so we echo 
Questacon’s thanks to the schools involved.  

 

Vocations Retreat for Women  
A retreat exploring vocation, discernment 
and the call to holiness will be offered at 
The Haven, Emu Park on the weekend of 
18 - 20 November. The retreat is open to 
all single women. To register interest or 
enquiries please contact 
vocations@rok.catholic.net.au 
 

http://www.rok.catholic.edu.au/
https://cedr-portal.applynow.net.au/
https://bit.ly/3TVi52x
mailto:vocations@rok.catholic.net.au

