
 

 

 

Reflection from  
Pope Francis 

 

 
 

Beatitude, holiness, is not a 
life plan made up only of 
effort and renunciation; but 
is above all the joyful 
discovery of being God’s 
beloved children.   
 

Please remember in your 
prayers those recently 
deceased members of our 
extended Catholic 
Education Family. 
 

Denise Carroll, sister of Fr 
Terry Loth, former teacher 
and catechist, and great 
supporter of Catholic 
Education.  
 

Terry Hanifin, brother of Fr 
Bryan Hanifin. 
 

Leeroy Aupouri, father of 
Archie, prep student, Sacred 
Heart Catholic Primary 
School, Yeppoon.  
 

Please remember in your 
prayers those members of 
our extended Catholic 
Education Family who are 
unwell.  
 

Mick Holmes, husband of 
Linda Holmes, APC St Anne’s 
Catholic Primary School, 
Sarina.  

 

Vinod Kumar, teacher The 
Cathedral College, 
Rockhampton. 
 

Where’s Leesa: 
Monday 23 May to Thursday 
26 May, Office; Friday 27 
May, Blessing and Opening 
Catherine McAuley College, 
Mackay.  
 

Friday 20 May 2022 
 

Good morning everyone  
 

NAPLAN concludes today and I have heard excellent reports from schools about this year’s testing. I extend 
thanks to recently retired Information and Communication Technology Consultant, Robyn Finch for her great 
support in training and preparing all our schools for the move to NAPLAN Online, and to Nicole Rutten 
(Science, STEM and Technologies Consultant) for taking up this critical support role to schools at the 
commencement of this term. My thanks also to the IT team of CEDR, all NAPLAN Administrators in schools, 
and our class teachers for their tremendous work in ensuring a smooth implementation of this important 
national assessment.  
 

This week, I am delighted to welcome Marie Martin (Curriculum Consultant) to the role of Acting Assistant 
Director: Schools – Northern Region for the period 16 May – 17 June whilst Michael McCusker is on Leave. 
Marie will retain some of her current Curriculum responsibilities whilst supporting the Northern Region 
Colleges and Primary Schools in North Mackay. Tim Collins (AD: Schools – Western Region) will support the 
Primary Schools in South Mackay including Sarina and Walkerston. My sincere thanks to Marie and Tim for 
their willingness to take on these additional responsibilities.  
 

I was delighted to hear of the wonderful celebrations held last week at both Emmanuel Catholic Primary 
School and Holy Spirit College in Mackay for their respective Blessing and Opening Ceremonies. I was 
disappointed not to be able to attend in person as I very much look forward to these milestones in the life of 
our school communities. I offer my sincere appreciation to Fr Stephen Hanly for officiating at both 
Ceremonies and to all who worked so hard, under the threat of a significant rain event, to prepare and 
present these great celebrations for the school and wider community. Congratulations to all involved. I have 
shared some photos (on page 2) of the day’s celebrations. 
 

Our Diocese also records some significant anniversaries this year – 140 years since the establishment of the 
Diocese of Rockhampton and on 22 May we celebrate 40 years since His Eminence, Sir James Cardinal 
Freeman, Archbishop of Sydney dedicated St Joseph’s Cathedral following its long-awaited completion in 
1982. The Cathedral had existed with a temporary back wall for over eight decades when the finishing touches 
were finally completed under the stewardship of Bishop Bernard Wallace in 1982.  All are welcome to 
celebrate this historic milestone in the life of the Cathedral as part of the 9:30am Mass (also live streamed) 
this Sunday, 22 May. 
 

The May milestones continue next week with the Blessing and Opening of our newest College, Catherine 
McAuley College on Friday 27 May in Mackay. Bishop Michael will lead the Blessing and Opening ceremony 
and I thank Bishop Michael for finding time in his busy calendar to be with us for this significant celebration 
in the life of Catherine McAuley College. I am very much looking forward to attending this Blessing and 
Opening and I wish Jim Ford (Principal) and the College community well as they prepare for this significant 
day in the College’s history, appropriately celebrated following the Feast of Our Lady Help of Christians on 
Tuesday 24 May. I thank all who have contributed to the preparations for this Blessing and Opening 
celebration.  
 

Congratulations to staff and students at St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, Park Avenue on your very 
successful Laudato Si’ Expo held yesterday. Following on from the success of the inaugural Expo last year, this 
year’s event combined environmental education and sustainability awareness with exciting stalls, games, 
raffles, and giveaways revolving around the key message of Pope Francis’s 2015 encyclical, Laudato Si’, Care 
for our Common Home. I thank staff and students in all our Schools and Colleges who have been involved in 
promoting awareness of Laudato Si’ Week. I hope everyone has enjoyed the many activities held at your 
school during this important week. I pray we will continue to work together to protect our precious 
environment.  
 

You may have read in the Message Stick over the past few weeks, an invitation to join in via Zoom Easter 
Season Reflections presented on Friday mornings between 8:10am and 8:30am by Derek Worden and Kristin 
Honeyball from the CEDR FIARE team. I know this morning slot is a very busy time for teachers and staff in 
our schools and for the staff here at CEDR, but I would certainly commend these Easter Season Reflections to 
you as a very worthwhile way to commence your Friday. I extend my thanks to Kristin, Derek and all the 
members of our FIARE team, so well led by AD: Mission, Kellie Jenkinson, not only for this initiative, but for 
all they do to support our Principals, teachers and staff in their efforts to keep the person of Jesus at the 
centre of life in our school communities.     
 

God bless,    
 

Leesa   

https://rokcatholic.zoom.us/j/66647467553#success


 

 

 

Diocesan Catholic Education Office 

143 West Street | PO Box 524 

Rockhampton Queensland 4700 

1800 228 433 

www.rok.catholic.edu.au 

Twitter @RockyCathEd 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Employment 
opportunities: 

 
 

 

 

Classroom Teachers Prep  
and Year 1 St Brendan’s 
Catholic Primary School, 

Mackay.  
Applications close Monday  

23 May 2022.  
 

OSHC Assistant 
St Francis Xavier, Mackay. 
Applications close Monday  

23 May 2022. 
 

Technology Assistant, 
Catholic Education Office,  

Rockhampton. 
Applications close Friday  

27 May 2022.  
 

Technology Officer,  
Yeppoon Region. 

Applications close Friday  
27 May 2022.  

 

Secondary Teachers,  
Holy Spirit College, Mackay. 

 

Secondary Teachers,  
St Patrick’s / Mercy College, 

Mackay. 
 

We are hiring in Central 
Queensland Graduate and 

Experienced Teachers K – 12. 
Recruiting from June 2022 to 

January 2023. 
 

Relief Teachers (all regions) 
visit our website and apply 

today. 
 

For further information and 
to apply please click here 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Date Claimer: 125-year 
celebrations, St Joseph’s 
Catholic Primary School, 
Barcaldine, 28 to 30 October 
2022. For further information 
click here  
 

Career Assistance Program (CAP) 
Catholic Education - Diocese of Rockhampton (CEDR) has partnered with Central Queensland 
University (CQU) to develop an innovative Career Assistance Program (CAP) to mentor pre-
service teachers in high quality education settings. The long-term vision of the CAP is to build 
the capacity and capability of classroom ready teachers through tailored, high calibre training. 
We are now calling for applications for the pilot phase of the program, due to commence at the 
beginning of Term 3, 2022. Successful applicants will be employed as Teacher Assistants (Level 
3) in Catholic primary schools in the Rockhampton region, in a 0.6 FTE capacity. This will enable 
successful applicants to maintain a full commitment to their education studies while engaging 
in relevant, supportive employment focused on training and development. 
To check eligibility, inclusions and for further information enquire today 
www.rok.catholic.edu.au or phone us now on 4994 8000.  Applications close 30 May 2022. 

 
Blessing and Opening Holy Spirit College Mackay   

Pictured from left: Fr Stephen Hanly, Parish Priest, students, and Lesley Fraser (AP-Mission), 
students, Julieanne Gilbert Member for Mackay, Alison Wales Principal and Fr Stephen Hanly. 

     
Pictured from left: Alison Wales, Mercy Sisters, Lila Galvin and Marise Casey, Lesley Fraser, 

the front of the new Admin Building 

    
Blessing and Opening Emmanuel Catholic Primary School Mackay 

Pictured from left: Fr Stephen Hanly, Parish Priest and student; Fr Stephen Hanly and 
Geraldine Rostirolla Principal 

  
Pictured from left; Geraldine Rostirolla, Noeleen Kliese APRE, Fr Stephen Hanly, John 

Ballinger-Oches, Principal St Anne’s Sarina; the new Admin Building  

        

http://www.rok.catholic.edu.au/
https://cedr-portal.applynow.net.au/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/266482718978513/
http://www.rok.catholic.edu.au/

