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We, St Patrick’s Catholic Parish, 

welcome all into a personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ through 

Community, Service, Spirituality 
and Faith Formation. 

Year C -  2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  15th & 16th January 2022 

Parish Priest: 
Fr Truc Quoc Phan  M:0431 218 818  
E:truc.phan@divineword.com.au 
Associate Pastor: 
Fr Firminus Wiryono (Fr Yon)  
M: 0405 191 438 
E: firminus.wiryono@divineword.com.au 

Parish Office Hours:  
Monday to Friday, 9am to 3pm 
33 Yamala Street, PO Box 47 
P: 4982 1066 | M: 0418 821 066 
E: stpatsemerald.admin@rok.catholic.net.au 
Bulletin E: 
stpatsemerald.bulletin@rok.catholic.net.au 
Weekend Mass Times: 
Emerald Saturday 6pm | Sunday 8am 

Gemfields: 2nd & 4th Sunday monthly 
10.30am | Anakie Community Hall 
All Welcome 
 

Church January Roster 
Ground Maintenance: Bill Mahony, Glen 
McKinlay, Bernie Frawley 
Church Linen:  Cathy Chapman 
Church Cleaning: 
21st: Marsha, Carmen and Grainne 
28th: Jackie, Marie and Loy 
 

THIS WEEKEND 15/16 JANUARY 
Sacristan: 
6pm: John Miller 
8am: Peter Agius 
Commentators: 
6pm Neil Dale 
8am: Marissa Ryan 
Readers:  
6pm: Kevin Bickhoff, Mary Pearce 
8am:   Ben Fraser, Bill Mahony 
Communion Ministers: 
6pm: Cathy Dale, Gerard Pearce 
8am:   Marie Mahony, Yvonne Farrell 
Altar Servers: 
6pm: Volunteers please 
8am: Volunteers please 
No Children’s Liturgy—School Holidays 
Musicians: 
6pm: Richard, Loraine, Kevin 
8am: Roslyn, Monica 
 

 
 
 

Dear Visitor ~ Welcome to Emerald 

Please take a prayer cards wishing you 
every blessing for an enjoyable and safe 

journey. 

 

 The First Sign Given By Jesus 
 

Isa 62:1-5; 1 Cor 12:4-11; John 2:1-11 

From ancient times the gospel readings at Epiphany, for the Baptism of the Lord, and today, along 
with most weekdays in between, formed a thematically coherent series of manifestations – they 
form the Epiphany cycle or season that we could call Epiphanytide. Today’s gospel reading, the 
wedding at Cana, is unique to John; he calls it the “first sign given by Jesus” and observes that 

Jesus “manifested his glory” (clearly labelling it an epiphany) and “his disciples believed in him.” 

Many years ago, while attending school camps on the shore of a lake in our district, almost 
invariably students would ask me to turn the lake’s water into wine. Then, upon my failure even to 
attempt inflicting so unkind a thing upon all the creatures therein, they would suggest I walk on it. 
The young cynics were inventively and indirectly expressing their incredulity at the gospel stories, 
but at the same time they betrayed a literalist approach to reading Scripture which actually does it 
violence. Many people nowadays seem incapable of accepting that truth and fact are not 
coterminous in literature, in other words, that something is not untrue, or is false, simply because it 
is not historically factual. Fiction does convey truth, or else storytelling is pointless. Not all events 
presented in biblical stories occurred exactly as told, but their reason for being told not about 
historicity. They often draw richly from other texts in a way that enters into conversation with the 
past, and casts new light on current concerns. A modern term for this process is intertextuality, but 
this also needs to consider elements current at the time of the first telling even though those 
elements never became texts. John the evangelist, in his peculiar style, draws heavily from the 
Hebrew Scriptures, but he appears to have done so via Targumim, interpretively elaborated 
translations from the Hebrew. Not all the Targumim survived or were even written. In addition, John 

threads material through his narrative units to weave a seamless whole. 

Today’s gospel is an excellent example of all this, with far more going on than a simplistic reading 
admits. Since space is short, presentation of the peculiarities of the story and their links elsewhere 
will be condensed. Firstly, this is the only wedding mentioned in John (the other gospels have 
several in parables) but in Revelation we are told “the wedding of the Lamb has come… Blessed 
are those called to the wedding supper of the Lamb” (Revelation 19:7,9). Secondly, when the 
observation of “the mother of Jesus” (who, as with “the beloved disciple”, John never names) that 
“they have no wine” prompts the seemingly blunt “What is that to you and me? My hour has not yet 
come” we are in fact being told that he is not (yet) the bridegroom. The bridegroom was to provide 
the feast’s wine, but as this groom fails to do so Jesus then fulfils that role—a point made clear in 
the unwitting steward’s comment to the bridegroom on the superiority of this newly drawn wine. But 
scholars also note connections to the next appearance of John the Baptist who in 3:29 likens Jesus 
to the bridegroom. Thirdly, the only other instances in the Greek of the noun for water-jar and the 
verb draw are found in the encounter with the Samaritan woman at the well (4:5-28, itself connected 
to Genesis 24 where Rebecca appears at a well as potential bride for prospective bridegroom 
Isaac); there Jesus does declare “the hour is coming, and is now here”, and at the end of the 
episode a direct reference is made back to Cana and the first sign. There are in fact several verbal 
threads through these three units, but they also share in a promise of superabundance, of wine at 
Cana, of water at the Samaritan well, and in between is the Baptist’s testimony to the Spirit given 

“without measure” (3:34). 

When the scenes of the wedding and the well, and the Baptist’s interlude, are read in conjunction 
we find a typically creative Johannine exposition of Jesus as the eschatological bridegroom, the 

promised of the ages, and none other than God himself who weds the newly redeemed bride. 

Text: Rev Dr Barry Craig - Second Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C 
© Copyright Liturgy Brisbane 2022  
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St Patricks’ Multicultural Mass 

Celebrating Interculturality 

Sunday, 10 October, 9am 

 

 

 

 

 

 Marist 
College 

Emerald - Po-
sition Vacant  

Please Especially Pray For  
Sick: Margaret McCormack, Shirleen Piltz, John Maguire, Rita Ross, Dane Tappenden, Dolour Yore, Peter Mahony, Valma Burridge, Max, Kayci, Ashley 
& Chase Kerkow, Mary Hornery, Lawrence McNamee. 
 

Deceased: Peter Pitman, Vi McCosker, Theo Cassimatis. 

Anniversaries: Fr John Rasmussen, Sally Roberts, Mark Maynard, Jacinta Iwuchukwu, Vincent Lazar, Lyn Polley, Audrey Harper, Don Ash, Sr Marie Duffy, Sr Rosa 
MacGinley, Tess Pokarier, Edna Markwell, Dr Grove Johnson, Joyce Dale, Tania Lenton, Susan Clark, Denyse Huet, John Hardgrave, Sr Joan, Sr Pius (Edna Stubberfield), 
Mary Allpass, Evelyn Lawrence, Brendan Conway, Lena Larter, Des Cahill, Krista Burridge, Jessie Forsythe, Owen Dwyer, Rae Hertsch, Phyllis Boland, Lena Hughes, James 
Burns, Julie Forrester, Ned Moore, Garry Hornery, Ray Rose, Gordon McKinlay, Alice Boland, Denise Conway, Steve Sabo, Vera Shelford, Peter Gallagher, Jenny Maloney, 
Barry Mahony. 
 Please contact the parish office if you are aware of people or families within our community requiring our prayers and/or support.  

Baptism Blessing 
 

Lara Yvette & Levi Paul Cliff 
 

Parents: John and Jacinta 

Baptisms this Weekend 
 

The  Tipene Families 
 

Logan, Naomi, Melissa and daughters 
 
 
 

Charlie-Rose and Victoria Grace 

Morning Tea 
  Sunday 16th January 

Parish gathering for 

morning tea 

after Mass on Sunday.  

Please bring a plate to 

share.  

All are very welcome.  
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Mass of Farewell and thanks giving 

for Fr Yon 

 

Saturday January 22nd 
 

Shared meal 
Parish Office 

following 6pm Mass 
byo drinks 

 
R.S.V.P  - 21st January 

 Parish Office  4982 1066 

Sunday January 23rd 
 

Shared Morning Tea  
Church Lawn 

following 8am Mass 
 

tea and coffee provided 
 

All Welcome 

Farewell for Fr Yon 

Anakie  - 23rd of January 
 

Lunch will be held under the tree after 

Mass. Please bring a plate to share. 

 

Contact Anne for details -  4985 4154  
 

All Welcome 

COVID REMINDER 
 

Wear a Mask when 
entering the Church and 

Parish Office. 
 

Sanitise hands when 
entering and exiting and 
reminder to use the QR 

code to register. 
 

Social Distance -  Sit or 
Stand1.5m from others not 

in your family. 
 

Sanitise seat and area 
where you have been. 

Spray bottles, wipes and 
bins located at main doors. 

 
 
 

If you wish to financially contribute 
to the parish farewell gift for Fr 
Yon, please see office staff, or you 
can place your contribution in an 
envelope, clearly marked ‘Farewell 
Fr Yon’ and place it in the weekend 
giving bowls. 
You are invited to sign the farewell 
card at the church door, available 
for the next two weeks. 

Please protect our community 
and stay home if you are sick. 

Prayer and communion can 
be brought to you. 

Contact the parish office. 

 

2022 Sign-On Changes 

Next week, current volunteers to parish 

ministries will receive an invitation to 

continue their ministry into 2022. If you do 

not receive an email or letter please 

contact office staff. 

 

If you are not  currently volunteering and 

wish to learn more, please see Frs Truc or 

Yon or contact the parish office. Everyone 

welcome. 

 

January Priests’ Retreat Postponed 

Fr Truc farewelled the 

Potgieter family on Thursday, 

as they prepared to depart 

Emerald to commence a new 

job in Sydney. He thanked 

and gave blessings to 

Gerard, Emma and children 

Jonathon and Gabrielle  for a 

continued safe and bright 

future. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Office Secretary, Cathy Chapman will be on 

leave the month of February.  Please 

coordinate a replacement if you are unable 

to meet your rostered ministry. Thank you. 

Have you changed your details? 

Mobile, phone, email, residential 

or postal address. Please update 

our office with your change of 

information.   


