
 
Parish communities: 

 

COVID 19 Restrictions  
apply to all Masses 

 

St Joseph’s, Biloela 
 
Mass Times 
 

Friday   8.00am 
 

Sunday  8.00am
  

St Therese’s, Monto 
Mass Times 
 

Monday  9.00am 
 

Sunday  6.00pm 
 
Parish Contacts: 
Mary Ann List   
-  4167 2177   
 

Sr Anne & Sr Marie, SMSM 
Phone:  4166 3986 
PO Box 129 
Monto  Q  4630   
 

Sacred Heart Church,  
Theodore 
 

Saturdays  6.00pm 
 

Mass: 1st and 3rd  
Saturdays 
 

Lay Led: 2nd and 4th  
Saturdays 
 

St Michael’s, Moura 
Mass Times 
 

Saturday (2nd and 4th) 
6.00pm  
 

St Patrick’s, Baralaba 
Mass Times 
 

Second Friday of the month 
6.00pm 
 
SCHOOL PRINCIPALS: 
Biloela 
 

St. Joseph’s Catholic 
School 
Phone. 4994 8310 
Principal: Nicole Rutten 
 
Monto 
 

St Therese’s Catholic 
School 
Phone: 4166 1654 
Principal:   
Doiya Knapman 

Twenty Eighth Sunday In Ordinary Time 
10th October, 2021 

Catholic Parish of the Valleys Region 
 

Parish Priest:  Fr Simeon Uchendu       Parish Office Hours: 9.00am  -  12 noon 
            Monday to Friday 
Email: ppvalleysregion@rok.catholic.net.au     Telephone:  4992 1252 
 

Secretaries:  Kim Campbell, Colleen Nevell     Email:  valleysregion@rok.catholic.net.au   

 

NEW TESTAMENT COMMENTARY by Mary Coloe PBVM 
 

The gift of the Kingdom  -  Hebrews 4:12-13; Mark 10:17-30 
 

Go sell everything you own… and you will have treasure in heaven. 
 

The person in today’s Gospel appears to have the right attitude, but look closely at his  
question. ‘What must I do to inherit eternal life?’ He sounds like a typical commodity broker in 
today’s society. His attitude is: if I want to achieve something then I just have to do certain 
things; wear the right clothes, have the right car, go to the right university, live in the right 
neighbourhood. He mixes this attitude with the sense of having a right to eternal life as if it is 
his due inheritance. Unfortunately God’s reign, or as this Gospel terms it, eternal life, is not a 
commodity in a market economy. Eternal life is a freely given gift of God. It does not depend 
on what is possible for us to do, as if we can therefore earn it, or have a right to it, but on the 
loving possibility of what God can do for us. This man’s attitude is similar to that of a late 4th 
century monk called Pelagius whose teaching was eventually judged as heretical for it  
proposed that we can achieve our own salvation without the need for Jesus. 
 

We stand before God’s gratuitous love as empty-handed recipients. We neither earn nor  
deserve such love and this is a discomforting awareness. Jesus’ response to the man offers 
him the opportunity to know this attitude of his own neediness and emptiness before God. 
Being stripped of the external trapping of wealth mirrors a more rigorous internal laying bare 
of oneself before God. In this situation of utter emptiness one is then able to know what one 
has so bountifully received. 
 

The Gospel reminds me of a story told by Anthony De Mello, a Jesuit priest who spent many 
years in India. He tells a story of a traveller who arrived in the simple home of an Indian  
wise-man seeking shelter for the night. He noticed that the swami used for his pillow an  
enormous diamond, bigger than anything imaginable. When he commented on this diamond 
the next day, the swami simply gave it to him. The traveller went home delighted with his 
wealth but that night he tossed and turned and could not sleep. This went on for weeks.  
Finally, he returned to the swami to ask, ‘What is the wealth you have that you can give away 
this diamond so easily?’ * 
 

The Kingdom that Jesus offers is like that diamond. It offers a wealth that makes all other 
things pale into insignificance. Down through history, many have valued this even more than 
life itself. 
   

The short section from Hebrews comes at the end of a discussion of what God promised to 
Israel, a promise, dependent upon Israel’ faithful response to God. It reflects on the choices 
made by Israel and addresses a Christian community to reflect on the choices that its  
members make. In making such choices, Hebrews uses the image of a sharpened sword to 
speak of God ’s deep knowing of our innermost desires and intentions. In one sense, in the 
Gospel passage today, Jesus read the deep desires of the young man. The Gospel says, 
‘Jesus looked steadily at him and loved him.’ Knowing his deeper self, Jesus then offered him 
a way of achieving these desires – but it involved a choice that this man was not able to 
make.  
 

It is worth reflecting on what are my deepest desires – are they for external things, or are my 
desires intangible needs for good relationships, for inner peace; for love; for family? 
* This story can be found in Song of the Bird, available at http://www.arvindguptatoys.com/arvindgupta/songofbird.pdf 
© Mary Coloe 

“The truest freedom from the slavery of sin flows from the Cross 
of Christ who is the source of the liberation of the human  
person.”         Pope Francis 

“PROCLAIM THE 
GOOD NEWS ” 

 

Reconciliation: St Joseph’s, Biloela  -   Sunday 7.00am to 7.30am 
   St. Therese’s, Monto - Before Mass each Sunday 
 

Baptisms:  Bookings are made through the Parish Office in Biloela.  
   Advance notice and preparation are required.  
 

Weddings:  By appointment and after preparation 



PLANNED GIVING  
 

Thank you for the generosity of parishioners who contribute 
to our parish finances through planned giving or collections.  

Last week’s total contributions amounted to:  
 

Biloela: $344.05 
Monto: $180.00 

Dawson Valley: $490.00 
 

Payment options for Planned Giving: Credit Card, Direct 
Debit or Envelopes. Please contact the Parish Office for 

more information.  
 

VALLEYS’  MEETINGS AND SPECIAL EVENTS FOR THE 
MONTH OF OCTOBER 

 

11th Monday  -  St Therese’s, Monto  -  Mass  -  9.00am 
12th-14th Priests In-service 
15th Friday  -  St Joseph’s, Biloela  -  Mass  -  8.00am 
    

The next fortnightly meetings for the St Vincent de Paul  
Conference will be:  

   Biloela: 8.30am on Thursday 14th October, 2021 
Monto:  11.00am on Thursday 14th October, 2021 

 
Prayers for the sick:   

Rose Ryan, Henny Hay, Katryn Hay, Coleman family,  
Chris Barron, Mark Lonsdale, Shirley Matheson,  
Michael Stoddart, Gail Harrison, Graham Phelan,  

Mary Barry, Peter Mahony, Lorraine Stockley, Ryan Flenady 
 

Recently deceased:  
Peter Cross (Biloela) 

Roland “Vince” Moore  (Theodore)  
 

SENIORS MORNING TEA 
 

In October we are celebrating Seniors’ month. Vinnies will be 
hosting a morning tea on Wednesday 13th October at 
10.00am in the Vinnies Support Centre.  For catering  

purposes we do need numbers.  Phone 4992 2909 or call in 
to the Vinnies Shop.   

 

OCTOBER EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
 

October devotion will be held at St Joseph's Biloela at 
5.30pm daily throughout this month, except on weekends 

(Saturdays and Sundays), and the following days: 12th, 13th, 
14th and 20th October.  

 
CATHOLIC MISSION 

 

Envelopes are available for the Catholic Mission Appeal  
during the month of October.  

 
SAFEGUARDING TRAINING SESSIONS 

 

As part of our ongoing safeguarding, training sessions are 
being held in the Valleys Region on the following dates:  

 

St Joseph’s, Biloela: 
Wednesday 20th October  -  5.30pm to 7.30pm 

 

St Therese’s, Monto: 
Thursday 21st October  -  9.30am to 11.30pm 

 

Safeguarding training must be completed on a yearly basis 
for all church workers and volunteers.  

 
ST JOSEPH’S PARISH FAIR 

 

CHRISTMAS STOCKING RAFFLE  -  We are now asking for 
donations of items. These donations could be food items (in 
date please), toys, drinks, household goods, all sorts of 
things. A collection box is in the church or items can be left 
at the parish office.   
 

BOTTLE STALL  -  it’s time to start saving your bottles. Also 
if you have any items that may be used to fill the bottles 
please drop them in to the parish office.  
 

HELPERS  -  If you are able to help in any way: 

• Stall helpers 

• Setting up on Friday  

• Cleaning up after the Fair 
 

please contact Heather Barnes on 0428 924 191.   

 

VALLEYS REGION PARISH NOTICES 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  
 

Fill us with your love, O Lord,  
and we will sing for joy! 
 
  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: 
  

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Happy the poor in spirit;  
the kingdom of heaven is theirs!    
Alleluia! 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:  
 

The rich suffer want and go hungry,  
but those who seek the Lord  
lack no blessing.    
            

English translation of the roman Missal © 2010,  
International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL) All rights reserved.  

 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 

29th Sunday In Ordinary Time 
Isaiah 53:10-11 

Hebrews 4:14-16 
Mark 10:35-45 

 

For the readings  
of the day  

please scan: 

DIOCESAN NOTICES: 
 

The Catholic Diocese of Rockhampton abides by the  
principles of the National Catholic Safeguarding Standards 
(2013), and is committed to safeguarding, with a specific  
focus on protecting children and vulnerable adults. For  
further information or support please contact the Diocesan  
Professional Standards and Safeguarding Office: Response 
Line: 1800 830 113 (free call)  
or email: pssoadmin@rok.catholic.net.au  
Diocesan Website for more information:  
https://rok.catholic.net.au/our-diocese/safeguarding/ 
 

The parish Safeguarding representative is Mariana Rutten 
who can be contacted on 0448 155 051. 

Thank You! 
Together, the Diocese has raised the highest amount on  
record for the Diocesan Ministry Appeal, $31,788.  
Thank you for your generous support.  
 
St Joseph’s Cathedral Conservation Appeal is coming up 
on the 6th & 7th of November. This is an opportunity for us 
together to honour the importance of our Cathedral as the 
symbol of our unity and the seat of our Bishop. The appeal 
assists in the ongoing conservation of our Diocesan  
Cathedral and any restoration work necessary into the  
future. It is one vital way we together express our unity in a 
world needing such a symbol and example. 


