
 

 

 

Reflection from Pope 
Francis 

 
 

 

It is time for pouring out love 
upon the world, yet not 
embracing worldliness. It is 
more the time for testifying to 
mercy, than for inculcating 
rules and regulations.  It is the 
time of the Paraclete! It is a 
time of freedom of heart.  
 

Please remember in your 
prayers those members of 
our extended Catholic 
Education Family who have 
recently deceased. 

 

Jayden Ireland, senior class 
Emmaus College 2019.  
 

Dr Kerry Larkin, father-in-law of 
Andrew Pratt, Emmaus College 
North Rockhampton.  
 

Please remember in your 
prayers those members of 
our extended Catholic 
Education Family who are 
unwell. 
 

Kevin Kenny, father of Natalie 
Kingston, teacher Sacred Heart 
Yeppoon.  
 

 

 
 

Mary Help of Christians, 
part of our contribution to 
the 200 Years celebration of 
Catholic Education Australia.  
Students from across the 
Diocese performed with 
John Burland (who wrote 
the song and appears in the 
video).  Watch here   
 
  

Friday 28 May 2021 

Good morning everyone 
 

This week, I was delighted to attend our Diocesan Mass on Monday, feast day of Our Lady Help of Christians, 
at St Joseph’s Cathedral to celebrate 200 years of Catholic Education in Australia. Staff and student 
representatives from all our Rockhampton Region Catholic schools, and from Chanel College, Gladstone and 
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School in Biloela were present and I am aware many of you also joined us via 
livestream for the historic occasion. 
 

I was very pleased to be able to share with those present and via livestream a message  of congratulations 
from the Honourable Scott Morrison MP Prime Minister of Australia at the start of Mass. The banner 
procession to the opening song, Mary Help of Christians, was most certainly another highlight as every 
College, Primary School and Kindergarten was represented, united in praise and thanks for the great gift of 
Catholic Education in Australia. My heartfelt thanks to Bishop Michael for presiding at the Mass and to the 
priests and Religious Sisters who attended and who have been such towers of strength and wisdom in our 
school communities. My thanks also to Di-Anne Rowan (AD Mission) for coordinating and preparing the 
liturgy and leading our combined schools’ choir and musicians in providing such uplifting and joyous music 
for the Mass. 
 

Today, in Catholic Education, we stand on the shoulders, of all those great men and women of faith, both lay 
and religious, whose commitment to the holistic education of young Australians saw them work tirelessly, 
overcoming seemingly insurmountable challenges, to establish and nurture school communities all over the 
country. We are most grateful for their service as we now follow in their footsteps and continue to serve our 
great communities. 
 

I was very pleased to be at St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, Wandal on Tuesday for another historical 
occasion – a visit from His Excellency the Honourable Paul de Jersey AC Governor of Queensland. 
Congratulations to Kellie Jenkinson (St Joseph’s Principal) and staff on their warm hospitality and observance 
of protocols. Special commendation to all the students for their outstanding behaviour and respectful 
attendance and to the school leaders who were exceptional hosts and great ambassadors for Catholic 
Education.  
 

Over the past year, the Catholic Education Office has renewed its Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP). The 
journey has been a wonderful reflection on what has been achieved so far and the possibilities to drive future 
direction. As part of the process, a Languages Map acknowledging the Aboriginal lands on which our diocese 
resides has been developed. This respectful understanding is a reminder to explicitly recognise and value the 
cultures, histories and spiritualities that have long rested on this land. My sincere thanks to members of the 
RAP Committee for their work on this initiative. 
 

Our APRE Gathering was held this week in Rockhampton with staff able to attend in person. The program 
included professional development in spiritual formation and Catholic school identity as well as a highly 
interactive session from well-known Christian musician Michael Mangan on preparing vibrant and engaging 
school liturgical celebrations. My thanks to Di-Anne Rowan (AD Mission) and the FIARE Team for their work 
in coordinating this very valuable In-Service. 
 

It was a very emotional week for Di-Anne and for the many people in Catholic Education who have had the 
privilege of working with her over the past 20 plus years. Di-Anne has advised me that she will be retiring 
from the AD Mission role at the end of the 2021 school year. I have sent a letter to our Principals advising of 
Di-Anne’s decision and I have asked that they share my letter with all staff in their community. Should you 
not receive a copy of the letter, please access this link to read my letter announcing Di-Anne’s retirement. I 
would like to conclude this week’s Message Stick with an extract from my letter that I believe well sums up 
the amazing contribution Di-Anne has made to Catholic Education in this Diocese and beyond. 
 

“Di-Anne is a person of deep faith who has a passion for nurturing in others a love of God, of neighbour and 
of creation. Thousands of students and staff in our Catholic schools and colleges have come to know more 
about the Jesus who loves them thanks to Di-Anne’s dedication and commitment. Di-Anne has always placed 
the person of Jesus at the heart of her decision making, in both her personal and professional life, and this is 
so vividly reflected in the dignity, respect and compassionate care she provides to all who she meets”.    
 

God bless,    Leesa   

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZhDJSQqAFUg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=g-cwcIDLbVI&feature=youtu.be
https://cerok.sharepoint.com/sites/Staff-Portal/SitePages/Announcement---Assistant-Director-Mission.aspx
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Employment 
opportunities: 

 

Junior Mathematics /HPE 
/Industrial Technology 
/Legal Studies Teachers 
Marist College, Emerald. 
Applications close Monday 
31 May 2021. 

 

Experienced and Graduate 
Teachers: Applications are 
now open for full-time 
teaching positions for the 
2022 school year. 
Applications close 11 July 
2021.  
 

Assistant Principal: 
Teaching and Learning, 
Catherine McAuley College, 
Mackay. Applications close 
Sunday 13 June 2021. 
 

Assistant Director: Mission, 
Catholic Education 
Rockhampton. Applications 
close Friday 18 June 2021.  
 

For further information and 
to apply please click here 
 

 
The Cathedral College, 
Rockhampton is seeking 
applications for Teachers of 
English for Semester Two 
2021. Apply now 
www.tccr.com.au/employment 
 
Where’s Leesa: Monday 31 

May, Office, and Farewell 
Principal Jennie Harris, St 
Mary’s North Rockhampton; 
Tuesday 1 June to Thursday 3 
June, Office; Friday 4 June, 
school visits, Monto, and 
Biloela.   

St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, Wandal warmly welcomed Governor of Queensland His 
Excellency the Honourable Paul de Jersey AC on Tuesday.  
 

Pictured below from left: Leesa, Tony Williams, Mayor of Rockhampton, Kellie Jenkinson, 
Principal, The Governor and Bishop Michael. The Governor’s Standard flying at St Joseph’s 
Wandal. 
 

   
 

Pictured below from left: The Governor reading to Year 3 and Romana and Luke Year 6 Student 
Leaders who were the welcomers with their Governor’s Medallion presented to them by the 
Governor for their assistance during his visit.  
 

  

200 Years Catholic Education Australia Mass, St Joseph’s Cathedral Rockhampton,  
Monday 24 May 

 

Pictured below from left: School flag procession, Student representatives with Bishop Michael 
and Leesa.  

  
 

Pictured below from left: Bishop Michael , Leesa and Religious Sisters, and Bishop Michael with 
the Chanel College, Gladstone group.  

  
 
  

http://www.rok.catholic.edu.au/
https://cedr-portal.applynow.net.au/
http://www.tccr.com.au/employment
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Congratulations to Alison Wales (Principal Holy Spirit 
College, Mackay) and Meredith Grove (APRE St Francis 
Tannum Sands) who recently completed the National 
Leading with Integrity for Excellence (LWIE) course. 
Alison and Meredith are pictured receiving their 
certificates from Dr Stephen Brown of 
thebrowncollective who facilitates the course. The 
2021 cohort of leaders from CEDR will commence the 
LWIE course later this term. 
 

   

Laudato Si’ Week 2021, held 16-25 May, was the culmination of 
the Special Laudato Si’ Anniversary Year, and a celebration of the 
great progress the whole Church has made on its journey to 
ecological conversion. To view the message from Pope Francis 
please click here  
 

 

History Snippet: On 10 May 1861, 160 years ago, Mother Mary 
Vincent Whitty and a group of 5 Sisters of Mercy arrived in 
Brisbane, following a six-month ocean voyage from Dublin. 
Following their arrival and over the next few years the Sisters 
established centres in both Townsville and Rockhampton.  
A group of Sisters travelled by steamer from Brisbane and arrived 
in Rockhampton on 4 August 1873.  
Bishop Cani, the first Bishop of Rockhampton, decided that ‘his’ 
Congregation of Sisters merited a finer house and boarding school 
than that afforded them at their humble Kent Street premises. In 
1895 he gave his home, “Stoneleigh” in Agnes Street to the Sisters 
which became the Our Lady of Good Counsel Convent and 
Convent High School known by generations as “The Range”.  
 

 

 

Faith – today and tomorrow was the theme of the 
Catholic Identity Colloquia held in Rockhampton this 
week, with APREs from across the diocese attending.  
Pictured below from left: Damien Coles AP: Mission, 
Marist College Emerald, Di-Anne Rowan, Meaghan 
Tucker, APRE St Brigid’s Emerald and Michael Mangan, 
composer, teacher and liturgist, Brisbane.    
 

 
 
 

 

The Queensland College of Teachers (QCT) TEACHX Awards 
celebrate the outstanding contributions of teachers in 
Queensland. Every year, teachers from across the sectors and early 
childhood centres are nominated to share their stories and inspire 
colleagues. The QCT is proud to give voice to these stories and to 
shine a spotlight on the extraordinary work being done by these 
remarkable individuals within the profession. To be nominated for a 
TeachX Award, is an achievement in itself. Winning a TeachX 
category signifies teaching quality, dedication and is a mark of 
distinction.  Nominations have opened and close on 9 July 2021. To 
nominate click here  For further information about the event, please 
email TEACHX@qct.edu.au. 

 
 

 

 

Gala Concert, a night not to be missed!  
 

Featuring all Rockhampton Primary Schools, Emmaus College and 
The Cathedral College, this special event showcases the talents of 
students from Year 4 to Year 12.  
 

Book your free ticket today – seeitlive.com.au 
  

 
If your Kindergarten, Primary School or College has something you 
may wish to share via the Message Stick, please email 
media@rok.catholic.edu.au no later than 12noon Wednesday 
during term.  

https://youtu.be/VPpXQu-Ok-g
https://www.qct.edu.au/teachx/nominations
mailto:TEACHX@qct.edu.au
mailto:media@rok.catholic.edu.au

