
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
My Dear Brothers 
 
The recent announcement that Mass for You at Home (MFYAH) would be produced by the team at 
the Diocese of Wollongong from April 2021 was a source of joy and pride for our diocese. Our team 
of talented and dedicated staff that created our prayerful online liturgies during COVID saw the 
choice of Wollongong for MFYAH as an opportunity to continue their ministry to those who love our 
Lord and desire to be at Mass, but cannot do so due to their circumstances. You likely saw the media 
release associated with the decision. The grateful messages, comments and emails we have received 
from around the country and abroad since the announcement has been overwhelming. 
 
For reasons beyond the Diocese of Wollongong’s control, the future of MFYAH is suddenly at 
immediate risk of ceasing. A national fundraising campaign coordinated by the Mass for You at 
Home National Transition Committee is set to roll out in the next fortnight, but there are 
broadcasting costs in relation to Channel Ten and WIN Television that are due to be paid before the 
end of March, and there is currently no one committed to paying these immediate costs. Our 
diocese’s decision to tender a proposal for MFYAH was predicated on the fact that we were unable 
to incur costs, albeit there have been, and will continue to be, significant capital and staff costs 
absorbed by the diocese to support the project. 
 
I was grateful to have received a message from one bishop when the announcement of 
Wollongong’s involvement was made with an offer of financial support for the broadcasting of Mass 
to those who cannot attend their local parish. That includes those who are unable to access the 
internet, people in hospital and aged care facilities, those in prison, and others on the margins. As 
MFYAH airs immediately prior to Hillsong, this also continues to be a significant opportunity for 
evangelisation to our evangelical brothers and sisters and those flicking through the channels. 
 
Before a final decision is made to cancel the contract—and incur the reputational damage that will 
flow from that—I feel it is important to consider if other bishops would be in a position to provide 
donations to ensure the survival of MFYAH. It is hoped and expected that the fundraising campaign 
that has been devised will cover the cost of broadcasting and production for the remainder of 2021, 
but there is the immediate shortfall to be covered as quickly as possible. 
 
If dioceses were able to contribute between $5,000–$10,000, that would most likely cover this 
shortfall. I acknowledge this is a big ask, but I feel it is important that all bishops be fully aware of 
this potential outcome rather than express regret that it has happened and possibly hold the view 
that they could have helped avoid the situation. 
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If you are able to assist, please contact the National Transition Committee through Gavin Abraham 
on 0408 825 788 or gavin.abraham@catholic.org.au. I am really grateful for any support that you 
may be able to offer as we seek to continue to broadcast the Mass as a means of providing solace 
and support to those who are unable to gather with their community to celebrate “the source and 
summit of the Christian life”. 
 
 
Yours Fraternally  
 

 

Most Rev Brian G Mascord DD 
BISHOP OF WOLLONGONG 
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