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 do not be frightened, ... 
 

Jesus is asked about the end times in the Gospel for this Thirty-Third Sunday in 
Ordinary Time. The question arises because Jesus predicts the destruction of 
the Temple, which was seen to be so beautiful and so permanent. The people 
ask him therefore, “when will this happen, … what sign will there be that this is 
about to take place?” In the rest of the Gospel, Jesus responds by making 
several predictions, each ‘worse’ than the last: “Nation will fight against nation”; 
“there will be great earthquakes and plagues and famines”; “men will seize you 
and persecute you”; “you will betrayed even by parents and brothers, relations 
and friends: some … will be put to death.” But believers are not to be too 
concerned: “do not be frightened”; “you are not to prepare your defence, 
because I myself shall give you an eloquence and a wisdom that none of your 
opponents will be able to resist or contradict”; why because “not a hair of your 
head will be lost. Your endurance will win you your lives.” 
 

Perhaps, there are some people who are automatically drawn to or are 
fascinated by the end times, all the predictions of destruction and mayhem. I 
have to admit that I prefer to focus on the promises Jesus makes about not 
being afraid, of being with us as those terrible events unfold, that our endurance 
will save us, that we will not be lost.  
 

I do not fully understand it, but perhaps the desire to know when these things 
will take place is because people are wanting to know when they finally have to 
follow the commandments of the Lord. They want to know when they HAVE to 
repent, so that they may get into eternal life. As I said, I do not fully understand 
this line of thought, because to me, once I know, have experienced God’s love, 
then I am invited to respond. Of course I fail at times but that does not mean that 
I am ignoring God’s challenge in my life.  
 

To be striving to live my life according to God’s commandments calls me to 
know where my true treasure lies, how I am building up treasure for myself in 
eternal life by my words and actions. This will fundamentally change the way 
that I relate to events and situations in my life and world. Destruction and 
devastation is bad, peoples lives are turned upside down and our compassion 
and empathy are automatically activated to try and alleviate suffering and 
remove pain. But what a terrible event, like the fires that have destroyed so 
much bush, destroyed property and even claimed lives show us, is what is really 
important in our lives. We can easily be caught up in worry about things that are 
in fact not that important. That is why it is so significant that Jesus says “do not 
be frightened.”  
 

There is the beautiful poem, “Footprints”, in which the person reviewing their life 
does not recognise God’s presence. The person asks God, why did you 
abandon me in my most difficult times? God responds, I did not abandon you, I 
was carrying you at those times. This is a wonderful reminder for us of God’s 
love and care for us and our world. It is a challenge as well, though, because we 
have to acknowledge that while we may be experiencing something or see an 
event from a certain perspective, this does not automatically mean that we see 
things accurately or are right. The person in the poem, did not recognise God’s 
presence and felt abandoned but in fact God was carrying them the whole time.  
 

The reality will be that the suffering and destruction that is predicted before the 
end times will be difficult but as believers we are challenged to know God’s 
loving presence in our lives always. That despite the pain we will not be lost and 
even if we die, this does not mean the end. Can we hope, because now we are 
following the Lord? 
 

May God bless you and all those whom you love. 
 

 Kevin Redmond sm 



CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
Once again this year, members of the Star of the 
Sea Choir and the Ukulele group will go on tour to 
raise money for the drought stricken farmers in our 
area. Here is your chance to get into the Christmas 
Spirit. For a donation we will come to your home 
and entertain with carols and songs. We are carol-
ling on the following dates: 
December 9, 10, 11 and  13, also December 16,  17, 
18 and 20.  

If you wish to book us to come to your home please 
phone the Parish Office on 4972 1025. 

 

 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL CHRISTMAS APPEAL 

St Vincent de Paul Christmas trees 
will be set up in some of the parish 
churches again this year from        
November 2 to December 1.          
Parishioners are invited to purchase 
a gift or make a donation and place it under the tree 
no later than Sunday December 1. 
 

Thanks to the generosity of parishioners, hundreds of 
presents are given out to children who would other-
wise not receive a Christmas gift.   
 

Every year there is a shortage of presents suitable for 
older boys (over 10 years).   Suggestions for suitable 
gifts for these boys are balls, cricket sets, movie         
passes or vouchers.   Please keep the value of gifts 
below $30.  Gifts may be wrapped or left unwrapped 
(preferred). Thank you for your generosity. 

MARIST FAREWELL WEEKEND MASS CHANGES   

The Marist farewell celebrations will commence  
with Mass on Friday 22 November at 10:30am in 
Star of the Sea Church.  
The 9:30am Parish Mass has been cancelled that 
day. 
 

The Parish Masses celebrated on weekend  
23 & 24 November are as follows:  
9:00am  Marion Centre, Chanel College 
6:00pm  Star of the Sea  
All other Masses cancelled. 
 

Following the Mass at the Marion 
Centre, there will be morning tea 
and an opportunity for parishion-
ers to catch up with Bishop                    

Michael, visiting clergy and religious.                           
Please bring a plate to share.                      
 

PALMS AUSTRALIA—A Profoundly 
Rewarding Mission 

Working in Education, Health and 
Trades?  Assist to reduce poverty in 
overseas communities by sharing your skills.  Mu-
tual development assured!  There are five places 
left on Palms Australia’s January 4th – 12th Orien-
tation Course.  You must apply now for a position 
beginning any time in 2020.  

Call or text 0422 4PALMS  (M-F). palms.org.au 

FREE E-BOOK—SON OF GOD 

Free e-book (with church imprimatur) for your com-
puter/tablet/phone: 

Son of God: The Daily Gospel Year A-2 

This e-book, which may be downloaded free of 
charge, offers the Gospel for every day of the coming 
Liturgical Year A-2 (Sundays Year A, weekdays Year 2) 
beginning with  Advent, together with a reflection on 
each daily Gospel. The e-book may be passed on for 
downloading to friends or acquaintances as desired. It 
carries the Imprimatur of Archbishop Anthony Fisher 
of Sydney, given when he was Bishop of Parramatta. 

Son of God: The Daily Gospel Year A-2  may be           
accessed at the following URL address: 

 www.catholic-thoughts.info/ebook/ 

MISSION TO SEAFARERS: CHRISTMAS APPEAL 

The Mission to Seafarers each year provide 
Christmas packs to each Seafarer in our Port. We 
are looking for donations of lollies and candy to 
put in these packs. Any donations will gratefully 
accepted. If you can help please drop donations 
into the Parish Office by the end of November.  

THE LITTLE BLUE BOOK 

These books for Advent and Christmas Season 
are for sale. Featuring six-minute reflections on 
the Sunday Gospels of Year A 

Pick up a copy from the Parish Office for $4/-  
 

GOD’S WORD 2020 

If you ordered a copy of this publication they are 
available for collection from the Parish Office. 
 

SECOND RITE OF RECONCILIATION                              
The II Rite of Reconciliation for Advent will be 
held on Tuesday, 10 December at  6pm following 
the 5:30pm  Mass.  

https://www.palms.org.au/assignments-abroad/current-opportunities/
https://www.palms.org.au
http://www.catholic-thoughts.info/ebook/


Thank  

You 

Thank you for the generosity of those parishioners 
who contribute to our Planned Giving. If you are 
new to the parish and would like to be part of the 
Planned Giving Program, either through Direct 
Debit or Weekly Envelopes, please contact the 
Parish Office.  

The total of parishioners contributions for this 
week amounted to $2423.70 

LITURGY ROSTER 23 & 24  November 
 

Readers: 
9am   Marist Farewell Mass  
6pm   Multicultural Mass 
 

Co-Ordinator 
9am   Marist Farewell Mass 
6pm   Multicultural Mass 
 

Eucharistic Ministers 
9am   Marist Farewell Mass 
6pm   Macario Reyes 
 

Data Projector 
9am    Marist Farewell Mass 
6pm    Multicultural Mass 
 

Alter Servers   
9am   Marist Farewell Mass 
6pm   Ponciano Family  

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

For our recently deceased Sisters and Brothers  

Bernadette Geary, Suzette Luna, Jonah Ogwo, 
Hendryk Kowalski, June Robertson 
 

We remember in prayer: 

John Cody, Bernard Blows, Ivan Bode,                       
Roly Hanson, Joan and Denis Reynolds,             
Roy Ainsworth, Fred Munckton, Milton Blain 
 

For those we love who are ill and frail 

Lincoln Rose, Barbara Filer, Paul Sundstrom,              
Janene Porter, Eli Colin Vale, Maria Binek,                  
Tom Barry, Betty Smith, John & Joy Massingham, 
Noon Family, Eion MacLeod, Ron O’Brien,                
Dene Kershaw, Brian Booxson, Evie Trenamen, 
Shane Dawes, Benjamin Gibson, Michael Harrigan, 
Kathy Immoos, Patricia Lynch, Dorothy Maudsley, 
Alice Hodowaniec, Leone Siene, Julian Watkins, 
Ben Rose, Charlotte Larose. Christopher Marra, 
Jean Spencer, Sr Noreen, Brad Maitland. 

Readings Next Week: Our Lord Jesus Christ King of 
the Universe  
1st Reading: 2 Samuel 5:1-3 
2nd Reading: Colossians 1:12-20                                      
Gospel: Luke 23:35-43 

Responsorial Psalm: 33rd  Sunday Ord Time Yr C 
The Lord comes to rule the earth with justice 

Service 

Rosters 

next 

Sunday 

Date Claimer 

COLUMBAN ART CALENDARS 
Columban Art Calendars are available at the Parish 
Office for $9.00. They are a great Christmas present. 

CHURCH PEWS FOR SALE 

We have a number of church pews no longer        
required. If you are interested in purchasing any of 
these please contact the Parish Office. 

LOCK IN THE DATE. 

Thursday December 12  commencing with Mass at 
5:30pm there will be a farewell celebration for             
Fr Kevin combined with our annual thank you             
dinner for all Parish Ministers and volunteers.  

CHILDRENS’ NATIVITY PLAY  

STAR OF THE SEA PARISH, 
GLADTONE  5:00pm 

Children’s Mass Christmas Eve 

We are looking for little actors 
aged 6 onwards to take part in this year’s Christmas 
nativity play. If your child/children are interested, 
please ring the Parish office on 4972 1025 or e-mail                        
adfaithsos@rok.catholic.net.au with their name, 
ages and your contact details.  

The practices will be on Wednesdays - 4 December, 
11 December and 18 December at 4pm and on 
Tuesday, 24 December at 4pm  

MERCY ASSOCIATES 

Mercy Associates will be holding their              
Christmas Luncheon at the Club Hotel on        
Thursday 28th November at 11:30.                     
Please notify Shaneen or Annette if attending so 
that we can organise Menu requests, many thanks. 

PARISH ROSARY GROUP 

The Rosary Group meet in the Parish               
Chapel at 9:45am on the 3rd Thursday                 
of the month.  The next meeting will be 
on Thursday 21  November followed by shared 
morning tea. All are welcome. 

ST. JOSEPH’S CATHEDRAL CONSERVATION APPEAL 

Last weeks appeal collection amounted to $895.35. 
We thank you for your generosity. 

CHANEL COLLEGE PRAYER FAMILIES  

If you were a Prayer Family sponsor for a Chanel 
College year 12 student, please collect your letter 
from the sacristy. 

mailto:adfaith@rok.catholic.net.au


PARISH LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 
MASS TIMES 
 

‘Star of the Sea  Gladstone 

 Tuesday 5:30pm  

 Wednesday 7:00am (except 8am 1st Wednesday of 
month at Mater) 

 Thursday 1 0:40am Chanel College otherwise 7am  

 Friday 9:30am 

 1st Saturday of the month Healing Mass 8:30am  

 Sunday 8:00am & 6:00pm  
 

St Peter Chanel  Tannum Sands  

 6:00pm 1st, 3rd, and 5th  Saturday Vigil of the month 

 8:00am 2nd & 4th Sunday Lay Led Liturgy  

 9:30am 3rd Wednesday of the month Lay Led 
 

St Peter Chanel  Miriam Vale  

 11:00am 2nd Sunday of the month 
 

Our Lady of Mt Carmel, Mt. Larcom  

 11:00am 1st Sunday of the month 
 

St Patrick’s  Calliope  

 6:00pm Saturday Vigil 2nd & 4th 
  
St Mary’s  Ubobo  

 11:00am 3rd Sunday of the month 
 

St Agnes, Agnes Water  

 12:00pm 4th Sunday of the month  

 Lay Led Liturgies on the other Sundays at 12:00pm 
 

NURSING HOME MASSES 

Bindaree Lodge  

 1st Wednesday of the month at 2:15pm  
Eden Vale 

 3rd Tuesday of the month at 1:30pm 
Domain  Auckland Place 

 Last Wednesday of the month at 2:15pm 
 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Available every Saturday morning 8:30am Star of the Sea 
Church except when Mass is celebrated on the first          
Saturday of the month.  

 

ROSARY 
Star of the Sea  

 1st Saturday of the month after the 8:30am Mass 
St. Peter Chanel Tannum Sands 

 Wednesdays at 10.00am 

We acknowledge the Gooreng Gooreng, Bailai &             
Gurang   people, traditional custodians of  what we 
now call Gladstone 

RECONCILIATION 
Star of the Sea  

 9:00am - 9:30am Saturday 
Other Mass centres available on request 
 

BAPTISMS 
Star of the Sea Church 

 2nd Sunday after 8:00am Mass 
Other Mass centres 

 Available on request 
Parents are to take part in a baptism preparation 
class held on the 4th Sunday of the month in the  
Parish Hall 38 Herbert St. Gladstone. Baptism packs 
are available at the Parish Office. 
 

MARRIAGES 

An appointment with a priest is required prior          
to booking the marriage date.  
 
 

MANAGING COMPLAINTS in the DIOCESE OF 
ROCKHAMPTON: 

The Catholic Diocese of Rockhampton abides by the 
principles and procedures of Towards Healing. 

The Diocese is committed to healing for victims by 
providing a sensitive and compassionate response to 
complaints. 

Contact the Diocesan Professional Standards and 
Safeguarding office: 

Response Line on m: 1800 830 113 (free call) or              
email: psso@rok.catholic.net.au 

Diocesan Website for more information:                       
www. rok.catholic.net.au 

TIMETABLE THIS WEEK  

Saturday 16 November 
St. Peter Chanel, Tannum—6:00pm 
 

Sunday 17 November  
Star of the Sea, Gladstone—8:00am & 6:00pm 
St. Mary’s Church, Ubobo—11:00am 
St Agnes, Agnes Water—12 noon lay led 
 

Tuesday 19 November  

Star of the Sea, Gladstone—5:30pm  
 

Wednesday 20 November 
Star of the Sea, Gladstone—7:00am 
 

Thursday 21 November 
Star of the Sea, Gladstone—7:00am 
 

Friday 22 November 
Star of the Sea, Gladstone—10:30am  
 

Saturday 23 November 
No Mass due to Marist Farewell Celebration 
 

Sunday 24 November  
Marian Centre, Chanel College—9:00am 
Star of the Sea, Gladstone—6:00pm 

mailto:psso@rok.catholic.net.au

